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COVID-19 Continue to be Considerate, Conservative and Consistent“ 

It is looking increasingly likely that from no earlier than the 12th April (England) 26th 
April *Scotland), subject to the minimum travel requirements that single households will 
be able to charter our boats. 

And again, subject to the minimum travel requirements that from no earlier than the 
17th May (England & Scotland) this will be opened up to the “rule of six or two 
households” 

Leading to: From no earlier than the 21st June (England) or late June (Scotland), when 
all restrictions on our activities could be lifted.  

Message from our Commodore 

Covid-19 preventative measures are vital in keeping you, your family and others safe 
and to minimise pressure on frontline services. While the vaccination programme has 
reduced the spread it is no excuse for dropping our guard. Vaccination is a part of 
protecting individuals, but we will still need to follow all the other measures to remain 
Covid-19 secure.   

Therefore we expect members to thoroughly clean the boat inside and out, both before 
your charter commences and at its conclusion. As I said in 2020 boats are complex with 
many nooks and crannies – we believe that an oncoming crew should undertake a 
thorough clean to minimise the possibility of anything remaining infected due to 
inadvertent oversight by the previous crew.” 

You are also responsible for ensuring that the entire charter is carried out in accordance 
with the COVID-19 related Rules, Regulations & Guidance issued by Governmental and 
other official organisations. The Appendix has been included to assist you to familiarise 
yourselves with these before and during your cruise. 

Remember separate jurisdictions will all have different requirements – England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Eire, France and the Channel Islands. It is the responsibility 
of Skippers/Charterers to ensure they and their crew observe any local requirements.  

We have put together the following instructions, which that are by no means exhaustive; 
to guide you through what is required.  

      Thank you 
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GSA Skippers and Crew are now required before, during and after their charter to: 

Regularly wash their hands using soap and water - or hand sanitiser. "Don't be tempted 
to think 'It won't happen to me - I won't bother'' Remember anyone can be infected and 
be infectious, but not be showing any symptoms. 

"Think of it like buckling up your car seat belt or wearing a lifejacket - just do it 
anyway." 

Along with your normal provisioning Skippers will have to provide Anti-bacterial alcohol-
based spray surface cleaner/wipes disinfectant and + disposable gloves for use during 
their charter 

At the start of your charter and before any bags, gear or provisions are brought onto the 
boat.  

Above decks 
Using Anti-bacterial spray/wipes clean the Toerail accessible from pontoon then the 
Guardrail, Shroud’s, Handrail, Sprayhood Grabrail, Cockpit surfaces, Washboard, Wheel, 
Throttle control, Nav displays, Winches, Outboard. 

Below decks 
All surfaces should be wiped down with disinfectant, including: Saloon, Galley, Heads, 
Cabins, Floors, Cupboards, Shelves, Handrails, Door Cupboard and Hatch Handles.  

All crockery, glasses, pans and cutlery should be washed in a bowl of hot soapy water 
(and then rinsed in cold water) before returning them to their rightful place and in the 
case of cutlery to a clean cutlery drawer. 

Nav. Station, Radio, switch panel, navigational tools and instruments should be sanitised 
including winch handles and other commonly used items. 

Where possible, lifejackets and life-lines will be rotated in order so that there is a period 
of 72 hours elapsed before use by a new crew member. You will need to enter into the 
Cruise log which lifejackets have been used during your time on board so that the next 
crew are aware. You may decide to store used lifejackets in bag(s) in separate location 
from those unused & detail in the Log 

During your Charter 
There may be limited marina facilities for changing/showering or toileting at your ports 
of call. Skippers will need to check with the Marina/Harbour Master at their intended 
destination what the current situation is before they depart. 

When on board it is recommended that crews.   

Spend as much time on deck as possible 

Sit or stand side-by-side, rather than face-to-face 

Keep hatches and doors open where possible to improve ventilation.  

Wear a face covering in crowded indoor environments 

Avoid talking loudly 
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Wash their hands before and after preparing food, eating food and washing up 

Dry your hands with paper towel or your own personal towel, NOT the tea cloth 

Don’t let the rubbish bin overflow, empty it and dispose of it regularly. 

Put food straight on to plates and don't use large serving bowls which need to be handed 
round 

Avoid serving a lot of cold food which needs "handling" before and during a meal, like 
salads. 

Use detergent, soapy water or Anti-bacterial wipes to regularly wipe down areas of the 
table and chairs where people will have put hands, fingers and elbows and then wash or 
dispose of the cloth 

Gloves must be worn and appropriate cleaning measures to be followed at all times 
when handling mooring or berthing equipment, re-fuelling and topping up with water. 
Remember to sanitise the hose before and after use. 

Crews may wish to bring a personal blanket/sheet for use on their berth at night to go 
between it and their sleeping bag 

At the end of your Charter 
In addition to the normal practice of leaving the boat as per the check list in the Cruise 
Log we require the following: 

Below decks 
All surfaces should be wiped down with disinfectant, including: Saloon, Galley, Heads, 
Cabins, Floors, Cupboards, Shelves, Handrails, Door Cupboard and Hatch Handles.  
All crockery, glasses, pans and cutlery should be washed in a bowl of hot soapy water 
(and then rinsed in cold water) before returning them to their rightful place and in the 
case of cutlery to a clean cutlery drawer. 

Nav. Station, Radio, switch panel, navigational tools and instruments should be sanitised 
including winch handles and other commonly used items. 

Above decks 
Hosing down decks and fittings is NOT sufficient as the virus is known to survive water 
immersion especially on hard surfaces such as, but certainly not exclusively, stainless 
steel.  

Use Anti-bacterial spray/wipes clean the Toerails, Guardrail, Shroud’s, Handrails, 
Sprayhood Grabrail, Cockpit surfaces, Washboard, Wheel, Throttle control, Nav displays, 
Winches, Outboard. 

 

Remember to Continue to be Considerate, Conservative and Consistent and you, 
your fellow GSA Members and all our families will all get through this intact. 
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Appendix 
 
The following Web pages contain information regarding Rules/Guidance from 
Governments etc. 

 
The links below are to assist skippers & crew to become familiar with the Rules & 
Guidance that are applicable for your cruise 
 
Please ensure that your crew composition meets the applicable restrictions both for 
yacht base and ports of call and that other applicable rules & guidance is followed 
 
Not all harbours & marinas you may choose to visit may be open so please ensure this is 
checked before setting off for a new port of call 
 
UK Government main page (note that most regulations here only apply to England and 
those for Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Isle Of Man, Channels Islands etc are likely 
to be different 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
British Marine Guidance 
https://britishmarine.co.uk/coronavirus 
 
Scottish Government main page 
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
Scottish Government Timetable for easing coronavirus restrictions. 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-
plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-
restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-
for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-
graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestricti
ons%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true 
 
 
RYA Return to Boating page with links to Boating in Scotland & Wales pages 
https://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/Pages/return-to-
boating.aspx?utm_campaign=In%20Brief%20June%202020%20-
%20Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email 
 
Irish/Scottish Sailing Magazine with extensive news items with latest changes 
https://afloat.ie/ 
 
Cruising Association Website gives details and links for most European Countries 
https://www.theca.org.uk/public/covid_19_cruising_restrictions?fbclid=IwAR2Yxb9HBC-
d0KkSeDArLzCnjSmPaNFJ0jglMZLTzshbdg0_VARMNnWsgh8 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://britishmarine.co.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/documents/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/timetable-for-easing-coronavirus-restrictions-graphic/govscot%3Adocument/Timetable%2Bfor%2Beasing%2Bcoronavirus%2Brestrictions%2B-%2Bgraphic%2B--.pdf?forceDownload=true
https://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/Pages/return-to-boating.aspx?utm_campaign=In%20Brief%20June%202020%20-%20Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/Pages/return-to-boating.aspx?utm_campaign=In%20Brief%20June%202020%20-%20Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/Pages/return-to-boating.aspx?utm_campaign=In%20Brief%20June%202020%20-%20Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
https://afloat.ie/
https://www.theca.org.uk/public/covid_19_cruising_restrictions?fbclid=IwAR2Yxb9HBC-d0KkSeDArLzCnjSmPaNFJ0jglMZLTzshbdg0_VARMNnWsgh8
https://www.theca.org.uk/public/covid_19_cruising_restrictions?fbclid=IwAR2Yxb9HBC-d0KkSeDArLzCnjSmPaNFJ0jglMZLTzshbdg0_VARMNnWsgh8

